
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

November 25, 2003

TO COUNTY ASSESSORS, COUNTY COUNSELS,
ASSESSMENT APPEALS BOARDS, AND
INTERESTED PARTIES:

DISTRIBUTION OF PROPERTY TAX COMMUNICATIONS

For many years, the Board has provided unlimited copies of Letters To Assessors, Assessors'
Handbook sections, and Assessment Practices Survey Reports to counties.  Unfortunately,
budget constraints now make it necessary for us to reduce mailings of property tax
communications to county offices.  However, we believe that the Board's Web site is an efficient
and timely means for providing property tax information.

Beginning in January 2004, we will no longer mail complimentary copies of Letters To
Assessors (LTA's) to county assessors, county counsels, assessment appeals boards, or interested
parties.  When LTA's are released, they will be posted to the Board's Web site at
www.boe.ca.gov/proptaxes/ltacont.htm.  If you wish to subscribe to LTA's via your e-mail, you
may register online at www.boe.ca.gov/proptaxes/proptax.htm.  You will receive notice as soon
as an LTA is posted.  Hard copy subscriptions may be purchased by contacting the Assessment
Policy and Standards Division at (916) 445-4982.

Likewise, beginning immediately, we will only mail one complimentary copy of newly released
Assessors' Handbook sections to county assessors, county counsels, and assessment appeals
boards.  The exceptions to this procedure are Assessors' Handbook Section 531, Residential
Building Costs, and Assessors' Handbook Section 534, Rural Building Costs, since these
handbook sections involve extensive photographs that are not available on the Web site.  All
handbook sections are posted to the Board's Web site at www.boe.ca.gov/proptaxes/ahcont.htm,
and subscribers to online LTA's will receive notice when a handbook section is released.  If
additional copies are required, they may be purchased by contacting the Assessment Policy and
Standards Division at (916) 445-4982.

Distribution of Assessment Practices Survey Reports will continue to be made pursuant to the
mandates of Government Code section 15646, whereby copies will be mailed to designated state
officials, various officials in the surveyed county, and one copy to each assessor's office.  Copies
will not be sent to assessment appeals boards or county counsels, except in the surveyed county.
All Assessment Practices Survey Reports are posted to the Board's Web site at www.boe.ca.gov/
proptaxes/apscont.htm, and subscribers to online LTA's will receive notice when a survey report
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is released.  If additional copies are required, they may be purchased by contacting the County
Property Tax Division at (916) 324-5827.

It is unfortunate that these changes are necessary.  If you have questions or concerns regarding
the above policies, you may contact Ms. Sherrie Kinkle at (916) 322-2921 or
sherrie.kinkle@boe.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

/s/ David J. Gau

David J. Gau
Deputy Director
Property and Special Taxes Department
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